
INTRODUCTION TO FRANCE 

I ntrod u ctio n to F ranee Fr~nce produces huge vo~umes of wine in a w'.de r~nge of styles. 
It 1s therefore more practical to cover these wines m a number 

of short chapters rather than in one long chapter. In this brief introduction we cover the wine laws that 

apply throughout France, and show how the different wine regions relate to each other on the map. 

FRENCH WINE LAWS 

The geographical indications (Gls) below are common to all the wine regions in France. Where additional 
labelling terms exist, these will be covered in Chapters 13 to 21. 

PDOWines 
The French for PDQ is Appellation d'origine protegee (AOP) but the 
traditional term Appellation d'origine controlee (AC or AOC) is more 
widely seen on wine labels. It is common for one plot of land to be 
covered by both a generic and a more prestigious appellation. Each year 
the producer can choose which appellation they wish to use, a decision 
often influenced by the quality of the vintage. In Chapters 13 to 21 PDQ 
wines will be referred to as 'appellation' wines. 

PGIWines 
The French for PGI is Indication geographique protegee (IGP). 
Many producers use this term on their wine labels although the 
traditional term Vin de Pays (VdP) is also often seen. 

Vin de France 
Wines without a GI are termed Vin de France. 

FRANCE • 
150km t 

l----'-~ 50--'------'-, 100ml!es N 

SO' N c::::J C6tes de Gascogne IGP 

D Pays d'Oc IGP 

Englis h 

~ '- -:: .... ( GERMANY 

~~~' ~ - l..~ ' "" "".-·~"?/:' \ 
\ •. -·, BELGIUM ·'-_,_ \ 
Lllle0 °l 

-~-~r--. ,.,/, 
C h a n n e I t. (! ,,--,· 

r . ._ . .- (. l \ 

7 
\, 

50'N 

J ~ 

i . ....,..... liLUX~:i 
"\_.-,:.,_,.]. 

Re,ms \ -~ 

~ i,1•'" AMPAGNE ~ •~"'''·~---; 
v "th "'" 

Paris>' J i asbeurg 
~sel~ ,.,......__ \ f 

46°N 

Bay of Bisc ay 

44 'N 

42' N 

Troyes J q, 

FRANCE y ALSACE ! 
4B•N ~,o,,_ C:, 

Tours 
o; 

LOIRE VALLEY 

BORDEAUX I ~ Go,0 W 
.,,'::::;---,2 '1J11(" 

S UTHWEST~ \ 
FRANCE ~ Toulouse 

·~_;,. ~ 
~ ., p 

-~.,,.,,.-,! r e l-... .... 
-"\,•-· ' ' 1,;- ~ ,-s 

ANDQR~8,.' 

SPA IN 

' 

\ i.'l>t!f,. Mulh::.e0 .:~ 
BURGUNDv°ljonO f 5? -· " /' 

,)SWITZERLAND 

BEAUJOLAIS 

Lyon 9' \ 
J 

5· ,-~,,,-. 
£,;, ..., 

,> 

MEDITERRANEAN SEA 

ITALY 

42' N 

KEY 

- 4000m+ 

2000-4000 m 

1000-2000 m 

500-lOOOm 

200- 500 m 

0- 200 m 

77 

12 


	Contents
	Foreword
	Introduction
	Section 1: Wine and the Consumer
	1 The Systematic Approach to Tasting Wine®
	2 Wine with Food
	3 Storage and Service of Wine

	Section 2: Factors Affecting the Style, Quality and Price of Wine
	4 The Vine
	5 The Growing Environment
	6 Vineyard Management
	7 Common Elements in Winemaking and Maturation
	8 White and Sweet Winemaking
	9 Red and Rosé Winemaking
	10 Factors that Affect the Price of Wine
	11 Wine and the Law

	Section 3: Still Wines of the World
	12 Introduction to France
	13 Bordeaux
	14 The Dordogne and South West France
	15 Burgundy
	16 Beaujolais
	17 Alsace
	18 The Loire Valley
	19 The Northern Rhône
	20 The Southern Rhône
	21 Southern France
	22 Germany
	23 Austria
	24 Tokaj
	25 Greece
	26 Introduction to Italy
	27 Northern Italy
	28 Central Italy
	29 Southern Italy
	30 Spain
	31 Portugal
	32 Introduction to the USA
	33 California
	34 Oregon, Washington and New York
	35 Canada
	36 Chile
	37 Argentina
	38 South Africa
	39 Australia
	40 New Zealand

	Section 4: Sparkling Wines of the World
	41 Sparkling Wine Production
	42 Sparkling Wines of the World

	Section 5: Fortified Wines of the World
	43 Sherry
	44 Port
	45 Fortified Muscats

	Acknowledgements
	Index

